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Profile:  

 Name: Radhey Shyam Baid. 

 10th: 74% from Happy Child High School, Guwahati, Assam (2006). 

 12th: 66% from SBMJC, Bangalore University (2008). 

 B.E Computer Science from Visvesvaraya Technological University, 

Bangalore (2012). 

  UPSC Preparation in Delhi (2013-14). 

 Relationship Consultant at American Express, Gurgaon (2014-2016). 

 Currently pursuing M.A in Economics and Diploma in Banking & Finance. 

 Cleared RBI Grade B Officers Exam in the 4th attempt. All India Rank 10 . 

 

Topper Gyan :  

 RBI has the changed the pattern of this exam twice in the last three years. 

The evolution has been from subjective to objective (MCQ’s throughout 

both in Phase 1 & Phase 2). 

  To understand the trend of questions, you should analyze the last two year 

question papers with utmost sincerity that will help you save time and 

effort and also understand what to read and what to skip.  



  

 A very important part of this exam is data, numbers, facts and figures, 

personalities, government schemes, rankings in different indices from 

various government documents and reports. 

 The span of current affair questions asked is limited to a maximum of 5 

months prior to the exam. 

 Stick to very few sources. Make sure to read and revise from the same 

source at least 5 times. This will help you in retention.  

 DO NOT read any text book recommended from cover to cover. Stick to the 

syllabus very strictly .You just need a basic understanding of the concept. 

Don’t overdo it.  

 Again in the syllabus as well, there are topics which are important than the 

others. So, accordingly prioritize your reading schedule.  

 Make extensive use of “Internet”, the most convenient way to complete 

the syllabus. Surgical strike only on topics relevant to the exam.  

 You are expected to solve at least 10000 questions MCQ’s for Phase 1 and 

Phase 2 of the exam combined. 

 Look at the syllabus and previous year papers at least 10 times.  

 More than blindly working hard, the right strategy would be instrumental in 

your success. 

 Keep a mind map, of the topic and the source that you read it from. Make 

a good mix of the Books, internet, online coaching material and You Tube. 

 Here is the link to the FB group where I have uploaded the previous year 

papers and also the entire material I had.  

 https://www.facebook.com/groups/1924702354430143/ 

 

 

 

Phase 1: Total 200 Marks (Have to clear Sectional as well as overall cut off). 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/1924702354430143/


  

 

 

General Awareness (80):  

 This section is the key to cracking the overall cut off. Target a minimum of 

55 in this section.  

 75% current affairs & 25% static.  

 You should take not more than 8-9 minutes to wrap up this section. So, the 

data has to be at the tip of your fingers. You can’t waste time in recalling 

the answers in the battleground.  

 Span of current affairs questions generally not beyond 3 months prior to 

the exam.  

 Bankers Adda Capsule, Bankers Adda monthly Hindu Summary= Bible for 

Phase 1 GA. The kind of data they compile in their docs perfectly suits the 

requirement of RBI Grade B prelims GA Questions. Eat Read Revise Sleep 

Repeat.  



  

 Complement it with GK Today’s monthly PFD’s.  

 Now out of the above two sources as well, you have to filter out stuff , read 

and revise only things that are relevant to the exam. 

 Practice a lot of MCQ’s on Economic Survey , Budget, Government 

Schemes, Ranks ,etc  ,that will help you in both Phase 1 & 2.  

 For the static part, your preparation for the ESI & FM papers would suffice.  

 Analyze the previous year papers to understand what to read and what to 

skip. This is the most important exercise in the whole preparation cycle.  

 Caution: None of the books, under any of the heads have to be read from 

cover to cover. 

 

Reasoning (60): 

 To be on the safer side, target 30 in this section.  

 Make sure you know, which topics are your domain. Work very hard on it. 

Spot those questions and go for the kill.  

 Get a hang of the experience of appearing for online exams. You should be 

comfortable with navigation. Since you have to pick and choose the easy 

ones and attempt only around 30-35 out of 60.  

 Never attempt the questions in the order in which they appear in an online 

exam. So before starting this section, quickly scan all   the 60 questions and 

only then decide where to start. 

 I did not buy any book for practice. You have websites like Affairs Cloud, 

Bankers Adda, Mahendra’s etc to practice a whole variety of questions. And 

you have got You Tube to understand a few basics of the topics.  

 Keep a fine balance between mastering your favorite topics and writing 

online tests to practice better time management.  

 

Quantitative Aptitude (30):  

 So, again pick and choose the easy ones. Navigate and spot the questions 

which belong to your domain.  



  

 Target a score of 13-14 to be safe.  

 However, the level of questions differs each year and the sectional cut off’s 

also fluctuate. So don’t keep a pre conceived score in your head. Once you 

get a feel of the overall level of questions, you can guess what number of 

questions would be safe to attempt.  

 A personal hack, since I wanted to cut down time invested on quant .And 

save the same to be used for phase 2 preparation. I had targeted questions 

on Data Interpretation and Number series.  

 Had practiced around 600-700 questions on Number Series to crack those 5 

in the question paper in no time. It paid off , was able to solve all 5 in about 

3 minutes. And had ample time to choose 10 questions out of 15 in the 

Data interpretation section.  

 The Breakup of Quant generally is :  

Data Interpretation: 15 questions (Out of three sets, two are easy, one is 

tough).  

Number Series: 5 Questions (can only be cracked if you have exhaustive 

practice). 

Standard topics: 10 questions (Ratio, Percentage, Profit Loss, SI, CI, etc). 

I had skipped the entire standard topics section practice, since to solve one 

or two questions you need to practice a whole range of questions from that 

topic. So, the cost output ratio was always bad. 

  

English (30):  

 I did no special preparation for English in Phase 1.  

 

Note: Different test series available for Phase 1: Practice Mock, Olive Board, 

Career Power, Career Launcher, Career Anna, etc.  

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Note: Gap between Phase 1 & 2 will only be 15 days.  



  

 

Phase 2:  Total 300 marks (No Sectional Cut off).  

Note: Phase 2 is also conducted online.  

Note: Interview and English are the game changers.  

 

English (100):  

This is one section where you can gain an edge over others with minimal effort. 

So understand ESI, English & FM have the same weightage. And to make sure that 

your name appears in that list, please treat English as an equal with the other 

two. 

 



  

 Essay (30): Respect the word limit. Write less, make fewer mistakes. Read 

the question correctly whether it says 200 or 400 words. It changes every 

year. Make sure you practice typing essays on computer to avoid typing 

errors. Every grammatical mistake you make in sentence formation, you 

risk losing marks. A personal hack: Whenever you have your mains exam, 

there are always a few hot and conventional topics doing the rounds. 

Practice essays on some 10 probable topics, get them evaluated and learn 

them by heart. You anyways get to practice writing and also just in case the 

topic clicks, LOTTERY. Fall short of the word limit, but don’t exceed it. Keep 

the content strong and simple. So, as future Managers at the RBI, we are 

expected to draft letters and notifications in a very simple and lucid 

language, so that the larger general public can understand and comprehend 

that communication. Hence, avoid using unnecessary high profile words 

and a flowery language. Keep it simple.   

 

 Precis (30): Just don’t copy sentences verbatim from the given passage. 

There’s no need to reproduce trivial data and numbers .Represent the idea 

and crux of the passage. Practice typing at least 10 précis and run a spell 

check using MS Word, it will help you detect typing errors and also 

grammatical errors in sentence formation.  

 

 Comprehension(40): Check for instructions mentioned in the questions, in 

regards to the word limit, the marks allotted for each question, etc . This 

year, beside the first question it said “Add your own suggestions.”Hence, I 

added an extra line in every question, which was just an add on to the idea 

mentioned in the passage. And the word limit was not specified. Never 

copy paste lines from the passage, Please use your own simple language.  

 

 

 

Economic & Social Issues (100):  



  

65 questions in total: 35 questions (2 markers), 30 questions (1 Markers). Correct 

answer = +1, Incorrect answer = - 0.25. 

 You need to read no text book in specific to tackle this section if you have 

already been preparing for Competitive exams for the last few years. 

 Please follow one Business newspaper. My personal Favourite: Economic 

Times.  

 If you are new to these exams, refer to Mrunal Videos on Economy, 

Ramesh Singh, and Sanjeev Verma’s book. You’ll hardly find questions 

directly from these books. Concept based questions are also hard to find. 

 Also, you are only advised to refer to the above sources to just understand 

the basics, and apply it while tackling questions from current affairs.  

 DO NOT read anything from cover to cover. Read very selectively keeping in 

mind the trend of questions.  

 This section has questions mostly based on current affairs. The span of 

current affair questions will not beyond 5 months prior to the date of exam. 

To break it down, Budget , Economic Survey, Reports from 

WB,IMF,WEF,WTO,BIS,RBI,etc. 

 This year, we had some 12 questions based on three passages. The topics of 

these passages were Government Employment Schemes, Kudankulam 

Power Plant, Land Reforms, etc. 

 You’ll not find the answers directly in the passage; they are just a reference 

to the questions asked. Just trying to give you a glimpse of the trend of 

questions asked. 

 Another question asked this year was “By how many points did the Sensex 

crash after the announcement of BREXIT?” Imagine the extent to which we 

are expected to remember the data and numbers. 

 Booklist /Sources: Vision IAS Current Affairs(not the whole booklet, Go 

through all the different areas, but pick and choose the news and issues in 

accordance to the demand of the exam ,you are expected to read only 40% 

and skip 60%).Bankers Adda Capsule and Monthly Hindu Summaries ,you 

had referred to for Phase 1. Revise them again. GK Today Monthly Pdf’s. 



  

 Read the Highlights “only” of the Budget and Economic Survey from three 

different sources. Pick any three you like but stick to them. You are not 

expected to write answers on issues mentioned in there. So just focus on 

data, Government schemes, Amount allocated for various sectors and 

schemes, growth projections from various bodies, etc. 

 RBI Website (About us, FAQ and Recently Updated), RBI Annual Report. 

Read just the highlights of the various annual reports available. 

 Go through the previous year papers 10 times to understand what to read 

and what to skip.  

 From all sources I have mentioned in this document you are expected to 

read only 40% and skip 60%. 

 

 

Finance & Management (100):  

65 questions in total: 35 questions (2 markers), 30 questions (1 Markers). Correct 

answer = +1, Incorrect answer = - 0.25. 

Finance:  

 The Break up is 60% of Finance & 40% of Management. 

 In Finance numericals would be for about 20 marks. You cannot afford to 

skip it. The competition is way too tough. Also, the level of numericals 

asked so far has been basic. But, this year as the new pattern settles down, 

the numericals are expected to be a little more difficult. 

 Let me deal with numericals first .Balance Sheet(including ratios),P&L 

statement(including BEP) ,Pricing of Bond, YTM, Cash Flow Statement, 

Operating and Financial Leverage, Financial Statement Analysis are a few 

common topics in this section.  

 Booklist or Sources for Numericals would include: Prasanna Chandra, 

Accounting & Finance for Bankers(McMillan Publications) used for JAIIB, 

You Tube Vidoes, Class 12th Accounts Book-2 Financial Statement Analysis. 



  

 Overall Booklist for Finance : Prasanna Chandra : Financial Management, 

Ramesh Singh, Principles and Practices of Banking-(Module A: Indian 

Financial System),Accounting and Finance for Bankers(Ch 3&4),Advance 

Bank Management(Ch-2,3,4,17), Bank Financial Management(Module 

B:Risk Management, Ch 18:Derivative Products),NCFM -Securities Market 

Module(Basic- Ch 1 to 5),jaiibcaiibmocktest.com, YouTube, Investopedia, 

RBI Website(About us, FAQ’s & Recent Notifications),RBI Annual 

Report(Highlights). 

 Read very selectively from the above sources. I have mentioned all possible 

references one can use. Choose what you like and stick to it. Sit with the 

syllabus at all times.  

 Make sure you solve a lot of MCQ’s once you have completed the syllabus 

and have a fair understanding of it.  

 Make exhaustive use of internet.  

 Keep a mind map, of the topic and the source that you read it from. Make a 

good mix of the Books, Internet, Online Coaching material and You Tube. 

Management: 

 Focus your attention and it for sure can become a high scoring section.  

 Booklist: NCERT Business Studies 1 & 2 Class 12, Organizational Behaviour 

by SP Robbins, Principles and Practices of Management by LM Prasad, 

Advanced Bank Management (Module C – Human Resource Management). 

 Again, these are reference books; nothing has to be read cover to cover. 

Our objective is to choose the source that suits us best and cover up the 

syllabus. 

 Practice MCQ’s. 

 

 

 

Phase 3: Interview (50 marks):  



  

 Fill up the Bio Data form with utmost sincerity, most of the questions would 

revolve around it. 

 If you have a Work Experience, make sure you know in and out of that 

sector .It’s a very fair and a royal panel. Questions would not be random, it 

is expected to a sensible conversation depending on what your interests 

are. 

 Do not make up stuff or utter anything that you are not sure about. They 

have tremendous experience and knowledge of pretty much anything 

under the sun. 

 Once you finish your Phase 2, make sure that you are religiously following 

two newspapers at least. Let’s say The Hindu and The Economic Times. 

 Be thorough with the current issues that are in news. For instance when we 

had our interview most of the questions revolved around US Elections, 

BREXIT, MPC, Demonitization, GST, Infrastructure, World Economic Forum 

Annual meet in Davos, etc.  

 There are sections in the Bio Data form where you are asked to describe 

your Achievements, Hobbies & Interests. Make good use of that section 

since these are the things that will make your Bio Data stand apart and 

make an impression.  

 Read everything about the Functions, Departments, History, and News 

about RBI from their website.  

 So the crux is, questions in interview can only be from your Profile, Work 

Ex, Hobbies, Interests, Achievements, Current issues and the working of 

RBI. 

 Be in touch with other candidates who would be appearing for the 

interview. Their insights would be extremely helpful to understand the 

pattern of questions and prepare accordingly. 

 Keep it simple. 

 

Note: Merit of only Phase 2 & Phase 3 to be considered for the final result (350 

marks).  



  

 

Test Series and Coaching for Phase 2: KMN Edu, Preper, Edu Tap, Enlight, Practice 

Mock, Olive Board, Career Power, CL, Prepathon, Career Anna, etc. A few of them 

must have closed down by now. New ones might be coming up. After going 

through the books and syllabus, you’ll at once realize which are the ones worthy 

of your time and money. Decide for yourself.  

 

MCQ’s: We formed a group of about 7-10 people .Each one of us bought the 

material of one institute and exchanged it amongst us. However, having access to 

the material is one thing and making effective use of it is another. 

Please be very judicious in the selection of the material that you’ will be reading. 

And also the source of MCQ’s that you ‘will be practicing. Half the battle would be 

won if you follow the right mix of text and MCQ’s. No one book or source can 

guarantee you success. The syllabus and the trend of questions are very 

dynamic, so has to be your strategy and sources.  

 


